
 

 

 
16th March 2020 

 
RE: Year 11 Update  

Dear Parent/Carer, 

I am writing to you to provide guidance around our year 11 achievement strategy over the coming 

weeks. I fully appreciate that our year 11 students have rather mixed emotions given the recent 

government announcements regarding GCSE examinations. Unfortunately, I cannot offer any further 

guidance or reassurance about what the government is planning regarding their qualifications.  

Therefore, I felt it important that I communicate with parents/carers my messaging to year 11 

students who have attended this week and our plans regarding our year 11 achievement strategy. 

Most importantly has been my message to year 11 students that we must continue with our 

preparations until we receive official communication from the government about what will actually 

happen regarding their GCSE qualifications. Thus, we must continue with our preparations in the 

short term, as I would not want our students disadvantaged in any way. Furthermore, I have made 

clear that we are helping create lifelong learners, and importantly what they learn now will benefit 

them in their next destinations and beyond. Ultimately, it is not a time we switch off and forget who 

we have become.  

This is a summary of key messages that supports Mr Conlon’s letter to parents/carers yesterday.  

 We are operating business as normal and will continue with our plans over the next two 

weeks. Students have been given virtual teaching timetable and independent learning 

packs that they are expected still to follow https://cityheightsacademy.e-

act.org.uk/curricular/our-curriculum-in-years-7-11/english/  

 Any coursework for GCSE or BTEC qualifications will still be expected to be completed in line 

with original deadlines provided.  

 All recent mock examinations will be marked and graded, and any student who has missed 

recent mock examinations this week will be expected to complete them.  

 All year 11 students will receive their Spring 2 Academic report, which will include new 

predicted grades. This will be sent to parents/carers before Easter.  

 Importantly, all students must secure at least three post-16 destinations e.g. 6th form place, 

College, Apprenticeship etc. We will be completing an audit in the coming weeks and 

sending it out to parents/carers.  
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Additionally, I wanted to take this opportunity to communicate some other information regarding 

our plans for year 11.  

 Year 11 Prom is currently being reviewed and it is likely will change. However, I have made 

clear that students will have their prom as promised. We are currently looking at the best 

strategy regarding the timing of this.  

 Year 11 Graduation assembly and official last day. Today as I write to you I have had 

numerous thank you cards and kind words, as many students feel it’s their last day. 

However, I have made clear that we do not know what is going to happen, but just like the 

year 11 Prom, we will ensure that our year 11 students have the goodbye and celebration 

we had planned and deserve.  

I will keep year 11 students and parents/carers updated regularly on all the above when I find out 

more information based on the government’s planned communication later on today.  

Lastly, I wanted to take this opportunity to state how proud I have been of this cohort of year 11 

students, who have grown hugely since year 10, both academically and their character. They have 

proven what is possible when you commit and align yourself to a certain set of values and beliefs. I 

communicated to students yesterday that they would have improved on previous years GCSE 

results, which given the recent Spring 2 mock exam results, I am confident that would have been the 

case. They should all be very proud of their efforts and commitments during their final year.  

Please do not hesitate to contact myself or Mr Conlon if you require any further information 

regarding year 11.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Morgan Haines.  

 


